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 Important Dates 

 

 

 

December 18 

Character Counts 

Recognition Breakfast 

 

December 22 

Half Day  

Dismissal at 11:20am 

 

Dec. 25-Jan. 1 

Winter Break 

 

January 12 

No School for student 

Prof. Development 

 

January 15 

MLK Day 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hello DMS Community, 

 

Congratulations to this week’s 

 “Dragons of the Week”: 

 

Sudarshan Krishnan, Benjamin, Clelland, Brianna 

Biggins, Dylan DeAnAngelis, Ashley Maguire, 

Natalie Eisner, Argent Lojko and Harrison Vose 
 

These Dragons have been recognized for positive 

attitude, achievement, and effort in the classroom.  

 

They display consistent academic excellence, 

commitment and interest in school, class leadership, 

and exemplary effort and behavior! 
 

 Great work! 

 

 
 

 

http://www.duxbury.k12.ma.us/


 

 

 

Character Counts 
 

Character Counts has been introduced at the middle school to honor students 

who sincerely try to help improve school climate. It was modeled after the Best 

of the Bunch program implemented at the high school several years ago and 

recognizes students who carry out acts of kindness or generally behave with 

decency. Recognized students treat people with kindness and generosity. It 

provides an opportunity for middle school teachers to highlight good behaviors 

that we want to see modeled and encouraged at the middle school. Some of the 

behaviors recognized this December include, "caring, respectful person with a 

positive attitude and a ready smile", "kind, courteous young man, who in the 

cafeteria will clean up with no complaining, even if he doesn't make the mess", " 

consistently demonstrates an authentic desire to help others and is responsive to 

the needs of their peers." 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
The DMS PTO has brought back Pop Sockets!! 

$10 each – available at the concert tonight and Thursday night, also available in 

the DMS Office 

 
 

Thank you to all of the DMS Teams!!! This year's holiday gift-giving was yet 

another success!  Together, we provided children with comfy clothes, games, 

school supplies, and some of the most coveted toys this season! We were also 

able to provide over $1000 in gift cards.  Watching us come together for this 

wonderful chance of giving to the Duxbury community is so rewarding for us 

and hopefully helps everyone to remember what this season is truly all 

about…taking care of each other and helping whenever we can.  Wishing you all 

a wonderful holiday season and our best wishes for us all to have a terrific 2018!  

Sincerely, The DMS Guidance Counselors and Mrs. Ochs too! 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Welcome to DMS!    
The PTO needs your donation so we can 

ensure the upcoming school year is 
successful for your children. 

 

Please donate to the PTO and help us fund activities for DMS. You don’t need to 
volunteer to join, but we do need donations to sustain and increase the events we host 
for students and teachers throughout the year. 
 
The DMS PTO raises money to fund the following programs: 

➢  WEB Day Pizza lunch (welcome for incoming 6th graders)  
➢  6th grade agendas  
➢  6th grade Halloween social 
➢  Spring Fling (7th & 8th grade social)  
➢  8th grade Promotion  
➢  8th grade t-shirts  
➢  Teacher Appreciation Breakfast/Lunches 
➢  DMS Author Series (funding for each grade to meet/Skype with an author of a 

summer reading list book) 
 
Membership/Donation Drive Weekly Prize 
Through Nov. 30, we will pick a weekly winner from PTO donations. Each $20 donation 
receives one entry in the raffle. The more you donate, the more times you are entered. 
Winners receive a $5 gift certificate to a local business - FarFar’s, Westwinds, French 
Memories, My Little Bakery, Uncommon Grounds and more! 
 

DONATE TODAY 

Donation Fee:  $20.00   (You don’t have to join or volunteer) 
Additional donation amount:  $________   
Total Amount Enclosed:   $________ 
 

 
Please make checks payable to DMS PTO and return via your child’s backpack or mail to  

DMS PTO c/o Duxbury Middle School, Alden Street, Duxbury MA 02332 
You can also donate online at https://www.duxbury.k12.ma.us/domain/135  

 
 
Do you have a Stop & Shop card? The DMS PTO can earn money for each  
dollar you spend. Just visit the A+ Customer Registration area at 
www.stopandshop.com/aplus and enter your Stop & Shop Card number, the first three 
letters of your last name and our school ID number 08976. It’s as easy as that! Thanks for 
your support! 



 

 

 

Happy Holidays, 

A few years ago the below made it across my desk.  As the Principal of a middle 

school and the father of three who are in, or really close to becoming part of the 

smart phone culture, I hung onto these words of wisdom.  As the holidays are 

upon us, and cell phones are always a popular gift for our middle schoolers, I 

wanted to share this with you.  

 

Principal, 

Blake Dalton 

  

Some solid cell phone rules to live by:  

 

 Attached is a list of rules shared by a mother on the Today Show: 

I love you madly & look forward to sharing several million-text messages with 

you in the days to come. 

1. It is my phone. I bought it. I pay for it. I am loaning it to you. Aren't I the 

greatest? 

2. I will always know the password. 

3. If it rings, answer it. It is a phone; say hello, use your manners. Do not ever 

ignore a phone call if the screen reads "Mom" or "Dad".  Not ever. 

4. Hand the phone to one of your parents promptly at 7:30pm every school night 

& every weekend night at 9:00pm. It will be shut off for the night and turned on 

again at 7:30am. If you would not make a call to someone's landline, wherein his 

or her parents may answer first, then do not call or text. Listen to those instincts 

and respect other families like we would like to be respected. 

5. It does not go to school with you. Have a conversation with the people you 

text in person. It's a life skill. *Half days, field trips and after school activities 

will require special consideration. 

6. If it falls into the toilet, smashes on the ground, or vanishes into thin air, you 

are responsible for the replacement costs or repairs. Mow a lawn, babysit, stash 

some birthday money. It will happen, you should be prepared. 

7. Do not use this technology to lie, fool, or deceive another human being. Do 

not involve yourself in conversations that are hurtful to others. Be a good friend 

first or stay the hell out of the crossfire. 



 

 

 

8. Do not text, email, or say anything through this device you would not say in 

person. 

9. Do not text, email, or say anything to someone that you would not say out 

loud with his or her parents in the room. Censor yourself. 

10. No porn. Search the web for information you would openly share with me. If 

you have a question about anything, ask a person?  Preferably me or your father. 

11. Turn it off, silence it, put it away in public; especially in a restaurant, at the 

movies, or while speaking with another human being. You are not a rude person; 

do not allow this device to change that. 

12. Do not send or receive pictures of any person without their permission. 

13.  Do not send or receive pictures of your private parts or anyone else's private 

parts. It is a crime that could ruin your teenage/college/adult life.  Don't laugh. 

Someday you will be tempted to do this despite your high intelligence.  It is always 

a bad idea. Cyberspace is vast and more powerful than you. And it is hard to 

make anything of this magnitude disappear -- including a bad reputation. 

14. Don't take a zillion pictures and videos. There is no need to document 

everything. Live your experiences. They will be stored in your memory for 

eternity. 

15. Leave your phone home sometimes and feel safe and secure in that decision. 

It is not alive or an extension of you. Learn to live without it. Be bigger and more 

powerful than FOMO -- fear of missing out. 

16. Download music that is new or classic or different than the millions of your 

peers that listen to the same exact stuff. Your generation has access to music like 

never before in history. Take advantage of that gift. Expand your horizons. 

17. Play a game with words or puzzles or brainteasers every now and then. 

18. Keep your eyes up. See the world happening around you. Stare out a 

window. Listen to the birds. Take a walk. Talk to a stranger. Wonder without 

Googling. 

19. You will mess up. I will take away your phone. We will sit down and talk 

about it. We will start over again. You & I, we are always learning. I am on your 

team. We are in this together. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

Duxbury Music Promoters is a parent and community volunteer organization dedicated to supporting the music 
departments, teachers, and students of Alden, DMS, and DHS through efforts including fundraising, publicity, 
and concert event support.  

DUXBURY MUSIC EVENTS & NEWS 

 Upcoming Music Events

DHS Ensemble Groups  12/19/17 @ 7:30PM 

****************************************************** 

DMP Holiday Fare 

Come Early  

Gift Items Available  

Only Prior to Start of Concerts 

Support DMP 

Support Your Musician! 

Great Gift Items Available to 

Support Duxbury Music!  

******************************************************  

Submit your 2017-18 Annual Membership Here 

All donations are tax deductible  (non-profit organization). 

Eighth Note $25    Quarter Note $50    Half Note $100 

Whole Note $200+ - Receive 4 reserved seats for every requested 

student concert. 

Symphony Level $500     Benefactor Level $100   

******************************************************  

Subscribe to DMP News for Monthly Newsletters 

Missed a 

Concert?

  View Past Concerts 

Listen to previous band 

performances on Jill 

Noerenberg's Soundcloud 

Follow us on Twitter!! 

@Duxburymusic 

Like Us On Facebook & 

Twitter And Receive 

Updates 

Click Here to  
Become A Duxbury 

Music Supporter 

Today! 



 

 

 

DUXBURY HATS 
Stay warm while supporting our teams! 

$20 cash or check made out to Duxbury Gridiron 

Available through Mrs. McWilliams or Mrs. O’Neil (DMS Office) 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

$30 
 

Show Your Dragon Pride 
Just In Time for the Holidays 

 
 

contact Lisa Tower 
Lisatower3@gmail.com 

 



 

 

 
 

DMS wishes everyone a very happy and healthy 

holiday season. Winter Break will hopefully provide 

families, students and teachers time to catch up with 

family and friends and plenty of rest! DMS will have a 

“no homework policy” during winter break.  
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